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“ The souls of the righteous are in the Hand of God, 
and there shall no torment touch them. In the sight 
of the unwise they seem to die, and their departure is 
taken for misery, and their going from us to be utter 
destruction : but they are in peace. For though they 
be punished in the sight of men, yet is their hope full 
of immortality.” — Wisd. iii. 1—5. 



Digitized by Google 






Digitized by Google 




CONTENTS. 



PAGE 

Introduction. The Sorrows and the Uses of Be- 
reavement i 

Old Testament view of Hades io 

No Hades for the Holy Dead ... 12 

Christ’s Descent into Hades .... 15 

Paradise 17 

S. Paul in Paradise 21 

Abraham’s Bosom 22 

Under the Altar 23 

Have the Departed Bodies? 26 

The Life with Jesus in Paradise . ... 31 

The Holy Dead not in Purgatory . -36 

Their condition not one of Sleep ... 38 

Their condition not one of Labour . , .39 

The Life of Rest 4° 

Progressing towards Perfection • 4 2 



Digitized by Google 





CONTENTS. 



viii 

PAGE 

Means of Improvement: Recollection and Re- 
flection 48 

Their Sympathy with Earthly Life • 5 2 

Their Intercessions for us 56 

Our Prayers for them 58 

Intercourse of the Holy Dead .... 60 

Imperfection of their State 65 

General view of the condition of the Dead in 

Christ 69 

Possibility of attaining the Rest of Paradise . . 73 



Digitized by Google 






THE DEAD IN CHRIST. 



INTRODUCTION. 

€$e Sorrofoa anB tf)c of 
J3crea6emmt. 

u Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be 
comforted.” — S. Matt A. v. 4. 

Bereavement is one of the most painful, 
often one of the most crushing forms of 
adversity. For it is the loss of that which 
most we value, and it is a loss irreparable 
till we die. Other losses may be made 
good, but this one never. Health may be 
regained, an ill-name lived down, a shat- 
tered fortune raised from its ruins. But in 
vain shall the solitary mourner yearn — 

“ For the touch of a vanished hand. 

And the sound of a voice which is still 
B 
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2 THE DEAD IN CHRIST. 

never, never until “ the day break and the 
shadows flee away,” shall his eyes behold 
the cherished form of the loved and lost, . 
or his ear be gladdened by the music of 
that dear familiar voice. 

When first the bereaved becomes sen- 
sible of his loss, as by little and little the 
fact that death has taken from his side 
the object of his affection, his devotion, 
perhaps the one centre of his thoughts 
and life, comes to be realised ; as, one by 
one, the lines of that picture of desola- 
tion which the world has become to him, 
begin to imprint themselves on his soul, 
and to the actual blank without, respond 
a void and hunger of the soul within, he 
is often for a time overwhelmed ; over- 
come by the evil of his destiny ; stupified 
with the wine of astonishment; or else 
maddened to vain and wild rebellion 
against the Omnipotent and that awful 
law of death by which a poor humanity 
seems so ruthlessly tortured and dis- 
tressed. Perhaps in the friend removed, 
there was garnered an inestimable store 
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of wisdom, and sympathy, and love. But 
lo, Death has come, and in a moment 
rifled all these treasures, the fruit of years 
of toil and suffering ; in a moment thrown 
to the dust the fair structure of a noble 
life, which it had cost so much to build. 
Alas, that stately Argosy, with its rich 
freight of matured experience, far-reach- 
ing insight, all-enfolding charity, has sud- 
denly gone down in the mighty ocean 
of existence, and the silence of desolation 
reigns on the heaving billows of the leaden 
sea. The sufferer stands, a solitary figure, 
under a “ universal dome of darkness f 
or, rather, he is as one bound with the 
chain of necessity to the rock of fate, who 
has become a prey to vultures of despair, 
it may be also of remorse, which assail his 
soul, while he casts a glance of helpless 
agony to those black heavens above, from 
which God appears to have departed. 
Yet ere long the hand of mercy will un- 
bind that chain and set the poor sufferer 
free, and the gentle Dove of consolation 
will expand over that anguished soul his 
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4 THE DEAD IN CHRIST. 

healing wings. Resignation to the Su- 
preme will replace that lawless spirit of 
rebellion, and the mourner will learn to 
acquiesce in the law of death, not merely 
as a necessity, but as a Father’s will. 
For Reason will assert her right to apply 
and enforce the lessons of Revelation, 
and he will school himself with such 
arguments as the following : — 

If, as Scripture teaches, the object of 
man’s life on earth be really to prepare 
him for heaven, it may be very necessary 
that his mind should be forced to think 
about the unseen world ; and what means 
more efficacious in taking his thoughts 
away into the invisible kingdom than the 
removal thither of one with whom his 
thoughts are indissolubly linked. Are we 
not taught, he will reflect, that one of the 
ends of man’s existence here is that he 
may learn to live by faith, seeing the in- 
visible ? What means, then, more fitted 
for conveying that lesson than the taking 
up into the spiritual world of one with 
whom, though distant and unseen, he 
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THE DEAD IN CHRIST. 5 

must necessarily still dwell much in 
thought. Or again, Is the object of 
God’s dealings with us here more espe- 
cially this, to teach us to live by faith in 
His Son? Well, Christ takes the be- 
loved to Himself, that finding the lost in 
Jesus, we may there more and more find 
JESUS too. The heart is raised to where 
the treasure is, that treasure is with 
JESUS, Himself the Pearl beyond all 
price ; and thus the mourner in recover- 
ing the lost of earth, finds at the same 
moment their common Lord in heaven. 

Other thoughts the Spirit of consola- 
tion will suggest to calm the troubled 
soul. If life be really a training-school 
for immortality ; a scene where various 
lessons of wisdom are to be learnt, and 
where habits of submission and obedience 
to the Supreme are to be acquired by 
each individual for himself, and for her- 
self, it is but natural that when these les- 
sons and these habits are gained, the 
faithful servant should be called away 
into better and nobler conditions of ex- 
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6 THE DEAD IN CHRIST. 

istence. The infant is not kept in the 
nursery, nor the boy at school, nor the 
student at college ; the apprentice is not 
detained at his drudgery, nor the future 
doctor at the apothecary's, nor the en- 
gineer in the workshop, nor the soldier 
at his drill, any longer than is necessary. 
Each is, or such at least is the idea, pro- 
moted to a higher and nobler service as 
soon as he has sufficiently learnt the rudi- 
ments of his business. Thus the faithful 
servant of the Queen, who has learnt to 
rule by first learning to obey, may be ele- 
vated to the dignity of Governor over one 
of her splendid, if distant, colonies. The 
accession of dignity takes him far from 
his country, and leaves his friends to 
mourn his departure ; yet shall they not 
too deeply grieve that he is taken from 
them, for it is because he has learnt so 
well how to serve his sovereign here, that 
he has been judged fit and worthy to be 
commissioned to that higher service yon- 
der. He who has wisely used his five 
talents on earth, is summoned hence to 
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THE DEAD IN CHRIST. 7 

the land that is very far off, there to 
hear, when the time shall come, "Well 
done, good and faithful servant, be thou 
ruler over ten cities : enter into the joy of 
thy Lord.” It is natural, it is right that 
they should be removed, those noble, 
CHRiST-like souls. And if it be objected, 
"Yes, but removed by death, that seems 
such a terrible way f to this it is an- 
swered, It is a terrible way. But we are 
taught that death is the wages of sin, 
and its necessary punishment even in 
the good. And we must bow to this 
necessity. 

Yet even this necessary death, a gracious 
Providence has changed into a blessing, 
making use of it in the education of His 
elect For it must be remembered that 
this very loss of friends by death, has 
actually proved of the utmost benefit in 
training souls for Heaven. The disci- 
pline of bereavement may seem severe, 
but surely it cannot be called unsuccess- 
ful. Let the bereaved consider what have 
been the fruits of such discipline in that 
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8 THE DEAD IN CHRIST. 

very character whose loss he deplores. 
Was it not just by trials such as this he is 
enduring, — even by the loss of his own 
most cherished, — that the departed soul 
was fashioned while on earth into that 
fair image, whose very beauty makes it 
now so deeply mourned ? Surely a sys- 
tem, however terrible it appear, cannot 
be bad which produces sublime results. 
A noble character, a CHRiST-like disposi- 
tion, and a life so serenely beautiful, that 
its memory, like the light of the de- 
parted sun, but more enduring, will linger 
throughout all the hours of earths long 
night 

Thus resigned to the Divine will, the 
mourner acquiesces in the law of separa- 
tion and death. Then he says with 
David, “ I shall go to him, but he shall 
not return to me,” and from a vain and 
fruitless sorrow, turns to the work of life. 
But not so lightly will the clinging spirit 
be torn from the memory of the dead, or 
the current of its thoughts be forced into 
new and unfamiliar channels. Still the 
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fond soul will follow the departed, wonder 
where he lives, and under what conditions 
of existence, and endeavour to realise and 
live along with him his new life. What 
then do we know concerning those who 
are departed hence in faith, what manner 
of life is theirs who have fallen asleep in 
Jesus? Such is the question he will 
anxiously ask. And to this question we 
would now address ourselves, approach- 
ing with a reverent humility those sacred 
regions where dwell the holy dead, and 
feeling upon us all the awfulness of such 
a subject, yet venturing to approach, be- 
cause determined to hear only what God 
the Lord in His Word will speak, and 
desirous to learn all that He has of His 
pity been pleased to make known. “ The 
secret things indeed belong unto the 
Lord our God, but the things that are 
revealed belong,” so far as they are re- 
vealed, “ unto us and to our children for 
ever, that we may do them .” 1 

1 Deut xxix. 29. 
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l Cedtament btefo of ftabetf. 

To the writers of the Old Testament 
Scriptures, little seems to have been 
known concerning the condition of the 
holy dead. Some of them appear to have 
thought that Hades, the gloomy prison- 
house to which only the unbelieving are 
consigned, was indeed the receptacle for 
all the departed. That Hades is a dark 
and a dismal place j 1 it is a pit situated 
in the centre of the earth, made fast with 
gates and bars ; 3 a region of gloom, where 
all things are forgotten ; 8 where God is 
unknown ; 4 where even a holy David ex- 
pects to be blessed with no remembrance 
of God,* and from which the good Heze- 
kiah prays to be kept, because there God 

1 Job x. ai, aa. * Job xxxiii. a8 ; xvii. x6. 

* Ps. lxxxviii. s, xa. * Ps. cxv. 17. 

• Ps. vi. 5. 
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THE DEAD IN CHRIST. II 

could be praised no more, nor in Hades 
could man hope for His truth . 1 

Not that the Saints of old were entirely 
without a hope that God would one day 
open the gates of this prison-house and 
set His ransomed free. Men who had 
such strong faith in God as they had, 
could not but anticipate that He would 
at length deliver their souls from the 
hand of Hades ; 2 that they should one 
day awake as from a troubled sleep, and 
see His face in righteousness . 3 A time 
should come when their dead men should 
live, and they'that dwelt in dust should 
arise and sing . 4 God would ransom His 
chosen from the power of the grave, and 
redeem them from death ; 6 nay, Death 
itself should be swallowed up in victory.® 
“O Death, I will be thy plagues; O 
Grave, I will be thy destruction.” 

Yet along with this hope of a final de- 
liverance, of a restitution of all things, of 

* Ps. xlix. 15. 

4 Isa. xxvi. 19. 

8 Isa. xxv. 8. 
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which S. Peter assured the Jews none of 
the holy Prophets from the first had been 
ignorant , 1 there seems, as I have said, to 
have been also the anticipation of an in- 
termediate existence after death in the 
dark and spectral land of Hades, where 
in sleep or hideous dreams the souls even 
of the righteous dead must await their 
deliverance. No wonder if such a pros- 
pect filled the holy men of old with sad 
foreboding, and made them through fear 
of death and of what should follow, all 
their lifetime subject to bondage . 8 



fin ftabetf for tf)e $oIp Scab. 

But the later Dispensation has let in 
its light upon these sad surmisings of the 
holy men of old. Christianity has un- 
veiled what before was unknown,— and 
“ blessed are our eyes, for they see .” 8 Our 

1 Acts iii. 21. 1 Heb. ii. 15. 

8 S. Matth. xiii. 16. 
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Saviour Christ has brought all the 
domains of life and immortality to light , 1 
and to us revealed much of the condition 
of those who have departed hence in His 
faith and fear. For to Him belongeth 
the key of Hades and of Death . 2 He 
openeth, and no man shutteth ; where 
He openeth, we may presume to enter. 
What He has made known on this 
subject, Who is the Truth , 3 it is ours 
thankfully to receive, implicitly to be- 
lieve. 

Now in all the teaching of JESUS there 
is nothing to lead us to believe that the 
fears of the just men of old had any real 
foundation, or that any place of darkness, 
like Hades, awaited their spirits when 
they died. Christ has abolished Hades 
for the good, — both for those who believed 
in a coming Messiah, and for those who 
believe in Him that is come. Indeed for 
His Saints Christ has even in a sense 
abolished death : “ If a man keep My 

1 a Tim. i. io. * Rev. i. 18. 

* S. John xiv. 6. 
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14 THE DEAD IN CHRIST. 

saying, he shall never see death .” 1 For 
to the faithful, death is not by any means 
the same thing that it is to man by nature. 
To him it is rather a silver bridge over a 
raging hell of waters, conducting safely 
the ransomed soul to the green slopes 
and flowery glades of Paradise. It was 
more especially in the last days of His 
life on earth, that our Lord made known 
the immediate fate of the believing when 
they are summoned hence. “I am the 
Resurrection and the Life,” He said at 
Bethany, “ he that believeth in Me, though 
he were dead,” referring to the dissolu- 
tion of the body, “ yet shall he (continue 
to) live .” 2 He foretold that His servants 
should be with Him where He was : 
“ Where I am, there shall also My ser- 
vant be .” 3 And we know that where He 
went to abide could never be such a 
gloomy land as Hades, but must be an 
abode of peace and light. In direct 
proof of this, we have His own sure word. 

1 S. John viii. 51 ; 2 Tim. i. 10. 

* S. John ». 35. * S. John xii. 26. 
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The region which He said the penitent 
thief should enter on the very day of his 
death He described as, not Hades but, 
Paradise : “ Verily, I say unto thee, To- 
day shalt thou be with Me in Paradise .” 1 



fieacent into 

Before dwelling upon these deeply sig- 
nificant words, it may be necessary, in 
order to avoid misconception, to notice 
that Scripture teaches that our Blessed 
Lord did also on the day of His death 
enter Hades, the place of the unconverted 
dead. The Creed says, “ He descended 
into Hell,” or Hades. S. Peter tells us 
wherefore. Having suffered for sins, JE- 
SUS “ was put to death in the flesh, but 
made alive in the spirit, in which (in His 
Spirit) He also went to the spirits in prison 
and preached to them .” 2 His Spirit, re- 
viving after the shock of dissolution which 
1 S. Luke xxiiL 43. * z S. Pet iii. 18, 19. 



, y Google 




THE DEAD IN CHRIST. 



16 

laid His body in the dust of death, went 
straightway into the mansions of Hades, 
and preached to the multitudes of unsaved 
of the time of Noah, which were still in 
prison there. But a few, eight souls, had 
then been saved; to the rest Christ 
preached, saving them. Nor to those 
alone of the time of Noah was the Gospel 
thus preached, but generally to the dead, 
that they might be “judged according to 
men in the flesh, but live according to 
God in the spirit ” 1 Their bodies had 
indeed been punished with death, but 
through the preaching of Christ their 
spirits should yet live. Thus then through 
the descent into Hades, multitudes there, 
both of Noah’s time and of other times, 
were saved ; even so “ by the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ”* He saves multitudes 
on earth. For it is the power of His 
Resurrection as set forth in Baptism which 
saves the living. “ Baptism doth also now 
save us .” 2 Now ascended to the right 
hand of God, He Who went down into 

1 i S. Pet iv. 6. * i S. Pet iii. 21. 
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Hades, and rose again from the dead, 
reigns King over all His ransomed ones. 
“ He is gone into Heaven, and is on the 
right hand of God ; angels and authori- 
ties and powers being made subject unto 
Him .” 1 



Harabtee. 

Manifestly it was not to the gloomy 
region where those disobedient spirits 
dwelt, that the dying Saviour invited the 
penitent thief. Such was not the place 
where He promised to meet him and re- 
ward his faith. Our Lord had indeed to 
enter Hades, but that same day He was 
to appear in a far different realm, — the 
Kingdom of the Holy Dead, — the domain 
of the Church Quiescent. “ To-day shalt 
thou be with Me in Paradise.” 

What did He Whose every word was 
Truth, intend to teach the thief on the 
cross, and us, concerning the condition of 
1 i S. Pet iii. 22 . 

C 
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existence into which those persons imme- 
diately pass who depart hence in peni- 
tence and in faith. That very day the 
dying man was to be in Paradise, with 
J esus in Paradise. What do these words 
imply ? Nor let it be forgotten that what- 
ever they shall be found to teach, holds 
good of all who die in the Lord. What- 
ever be the nature of that existence which 
was accorded to a malefactor converted 
at the eleventh hour, it is, we may be 
sure, the portion of our departed Chris- 
tian friends, — especially of those who, 
only after many a hard-fought field and 
many a weary march, after long years of 
faithful and laborious service, have crossed 
the Jordan of death and passed into the 
eternal world. Yes, ye mourners, you may 
be sure of this, your beloved dead who 
have died in the Lord, are in Paradise, — 
are with Jesus in Paradise ! 

Paradise, — such is the word used by 
Christ to show the nature of that coun- 
try, and that life into which the holy 
dead depart And what ideas does that 
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word convey? The phrase is of course 
figurative , not to be taken literally, but 
conveying certain definite ideas. For 
whenever in Scripture we find different 
figures used to express the same thing, 
we may be sure that no one of these fig- 
ures exactly expresses that thing. When 
for instance we find the future place of 
punishment described in one place as the 
outer darkness , 1 in another, as a lake of 
fire and brimstone , 2 we may be sure that 
hell is neither exactly a lake of fire, nor 
an outer darkness ; but that we are to 
understand that it is a condition both of 
utter desolation and of terrible punish- 
ment. And the future resting-place of 
souls is also differently depicted, — here it 
is called Paradise, elsewhere “ Abraham’s 
bosom,” and in the Book of Revelation it 
is spoken of as “ under the Altar.” What 
are we then to learn from our Lord’s use 
of this figurative expression Paradise ? 

The phrase is used by ourselves occa- 
sionally of some delicious spot, all roses, 

1 S. Matth. viii. 12. * Rev. xx. 15. 
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20 THE DEAD IN CHRIST. 

and sunshine, and gladness. Of such a 
scene of repose and tranquil beauty we 
say, “It is an earthly Paradise.” Now 
the people of Christ’s time would under- 
stand very much the same thing by this 
word. It is employed by Greek writers to 
describe a beautiful park, softly undulat- 
ing, with velvet sward flower-enamelled, 
adorned with trees of wondrous grace 
and fragrance, and traversed by many a 
gay and winding brook . 1 Very similar 
was the idea which the Jewish Rabbis 
in the time of Christ had of the future 
world. In the Second Book of Esdras,* 
Paradise is described as a fair garden, 
with streams flowing with milk and honey, 
and mountains covered over with lilies 
and roses. The idea then which people 
of that time would receive, and which 
accordingly our Lord intended to con- 
vey, regarding the region to which the 
souls of believers pass at death is, in the 

1 Smith’s Dictionary of the Bible. Article “Pa- 
radise.” 

1 a Esdras ii. 19. 
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first place, the idea of an abode amid 
scenes of beauty far surpassing (as we 
may well conceive) even the fairest scenes 
of earth. 



d. Saul tn Sarabutt* 

Into this fair land of Paradise the 
Apostle Paul was on at least one su- 
premely blest occasion lifted up, and there 
was favoured with “visions and revelations 
of the Lord.” What he saw he cannot 
tell us, what he heard he may not repeat. 
Enough it was such a manifestation of 
the glory of Christ as he ever afterwards 
looked back upon with holy joy. “ I will 
come to visions and revelations of the 
Lord. I knew a man in Christ, .... 
(whether in the body or out of the body I 
cannot tell, God knoweth,) how that he 
was caught up into Paradise, and heard 
unuttered, or unutterable words, which it 
is not in a man’s power to utter .” 1 

1 a Cor. xii. i, 3, 4. 
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From this intimation we learn concern- 
ing Paradise that it is a place where the 
. Son of God reveals Himself, and where 
words are heard unutterable in the lan- 
guages of mortals. The blessed who 
attain to that world are taught far more 
of Christ, the Wisdom of God, than it 
was possible for them to learn on earth, 
or than earthly language could express. 



&braf)am’£ 33o£om. 

Our Lord also describes the future life 
under the figure of Abraham’s bosom . 1 
And our knowledge of what the Jews 
understood by this phrase, as well as the 
context in which it occurs , 2 reveal what 
the words are designed to teach. , Whilst 
the selfish Dives is enduring torment in 
Hades, Lazarus who on earth had suffered 
poverty and neglect, is represented as 
lying in Abraham’s bosom, whither An- 
gels had conveyed him ; and there, it is 

1 S. Luke xvi. aa. * S. Luke xvi. 35. 
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said, he is comforted. We are thus to 
understand of the intermediate state that 
it is a place of infinite refreshment and 
consolation. This implies of course that 
it is a vastly happier state than that by 
which it is preceded. It implies also that 
those who attain that world shall have 
made a mighty advance in knowledge, 
and learnt to understand in a new sense 
and in a wider light their whole past 
earthly history. 



ffifobet tlje Sltar. 

A third figure is used in the New 
Testament to describe the state of the 
departed. “I saw,” says S. John, “un- 
der the Altar the souls of them that were 
slain for the Word of God, and for the 
testimony which they held. And they 
cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, 
O Lord, holy and true, dost Thou not 
avenge our blood on them that dwell on 
the earth ? And white robes were given 
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24 THE DEAD IN CHRIST. 

unto every one of them, and it was said 
unto them that they should rest yet for a 
little season .” 1 These words reveal to us 
much concerning the condition of the 
holy dead, and their relations towards 
those who remain on earth. They show, 
as we shall have occasion to consider 
subsequently, that they are aware at least 
to some extent of what is passing here, 
but that this knowledge does not mar 
their felicity ; for when they cry to the 
God of Judgment to interpose, and re- 
store order to a distracted world, they 
receive white robes, — emblems of peace 
and gladness, — and are bidden wait con- 
tentedly, and continue yet a little season 
in their rest. 

Thus far then we have gathered from 
these three figures, — Paradise, Abraham’s 
Bosom, Under the Altar, — that the souls 
of the holy dead are in the repose and 
peace of a blissful region, amid scenes of 
beauty and enchantment, of serene and 
holy contemplation. There they are ad- 

1 Rev. vi. 9, io, xx. 
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mitted to glorious visions and revelations 
of the Lord, and hear unutterable words 
of grace and truth. There they are in a 
place of consolation, where the weary are 
at rest, and the poor destitute is com- 
forted. The past mysterious dealings of 
Providence are explained to them there, 
and they are taught fully to understand 
why on earth they were destitute, afflicted, 
tormented. The enigma of their life is 
solved, and looking back’ from the " am- 
pler day” which there they breathe, upon 
their earthly history, they see the faith- 
fulness of their God, and the wisdom 
of His dealings, — and, seeing, they are 
satisfied. 

But when the murmur of the mighty 
sea of human sin and woe piercing the 
stillness of that hallowed land of souls, 
awakes their sympathy for their distressed 
brethren on earth, and stirs their yearn- 
ings for the final consummation, the reign 
of righteousness ; those souls beneath the 
Altar, that is very near to the Presence 
and the Glory, pour their plaint into the 
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ear of the Lord of Sabaoth, crying : How 
long, O Lord, Holy and True? and pre- 
sently unto every one of them white robes 
are given, and the spirit of peace and 
gladness, and they are commanded to 
wait yet a little season in their rest, until 
the purpose of Ineffable Wisdom hath 
fulfilled itself, and the time appointed to 
remember Sion, yea, her set time, is 
come . 1 



feabe tf)e Separtrt Bobtrf? 

In inquiring further into the circum- 
stances of the life of the after-world, a 
question arises as to whether we are 
taught by Scripture to think of the de- 
parted as inhabiting any kind of bodily 
frame. That they are not yet furnished 
with their proper bodies is plain, for we 
are clearly taught that they obtain these 
only at the Resurrection . 2 

Then, and not before, shall the re- 

1 Ps. cii. 13. * 1 Cor. xv. 42, 52. 
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deemed receive their fit and perfect bodily 
tabernacles, which, though they are re- 
presented as rising from the earth at the 
voice of the Son of Man , 1 are not to be 
thought of as fashioned of the same clay 
as that which was buried there, for that 
was material, earthly, and corruptible , 2 
whereas these new bodies shall be of a 
nature spiritual, celestial and incorrupti- 
ble . 3 Now, the souls in Paradise, together 
with the rest of creation, are still waiting 
for the manifestation of the sons of God, 
for the full and perfect “ sonship,” which 
will, S. Paul seems to imply, be simul- 
taneous with the redemption of the body 
at the Resurrection . 4 

But it may be asked, Have the spirits 
of the holy dead, then, no bodies what- 
ever until the Resurrection? Are they 
pure spirits unclothed in any corporeal 
mantle? If we are taught to believe this, 
it would be most difficult for 'us to form 

1 S. John v. 28, 29 ; 1 Cor. xv. 52. 

* 1 Cor. xv. 44, 47, 42. 8 1 Cor. xv. 44, 48, 42. 

4 Rom. viii. 19, 23. 
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any conception of the life of the departed. 
We cannot conceive pure spirit existing 
in any definite locality ; nor can the mind 
dwell on any object of thought apart from 
place. It would therefore be impossible 
for us to form any conception of their 
life. We are encouraged to think of them 
as in Paradise ; we hear of them as in a 
place of consolation ; they are represented 
as hearing words, as seeing visions, as 
crying with a loud voice under the Altar : 
we must therefore think of the souls of 
the dead as endued with some kind of 
bodily vestment. Further, we read that 
on the Mount of Transfiguration Moses 
and Elias appeared talking with Jesus. 
The very subject of their discourse is 
overheard, — it is “ His decease, which He 
should accomplish at Jerusalem .” 1 We 
have moreover the express declaration of 
an inspired Apostle. S. Paul, speaking 
of the condition into which he expected 
to pass at death, says that it would not 
be an entirely disembodied state. a We 

1 S. Luke ix. 31. 
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know,” he says, “ that if our earthly house 
of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have 
a building of God, an house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens .” 1 He 
anticipated that when his earthly taber- 
nacle or dwelling-place, i.e., his fleshly body 
went to pieces in the shock of death, he 
should receive from heaven a building of 
God, partaking of eternity, which was 
reserved for him above. In the present 
body, he says, we groan, earnestly desir- 
ing to be clothed upon with our house 
which is from heaven . 2 He should not 
like, he says, to be quite unclothed, but 
rather “ clothed upon, that mortality 
might be swallowed up of life,” (i.e., that 
he might be set free for ever from the 
trammels of his frail, sinful, mortal body.) 
Nor does the Apostle in these anticipa- 
tions of a bodily frame in the after-life, 
refer to his resurrection-body, as some 
commentators have supposed. For it is 
evident he does not expect that till the 
end of all things,* whereas the house 

1 3 Cor. v. I.. * lb. 3. * I Cor. xv. 
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from Heaven spoken of in 2 Cor. v. he 
expects at his death. Moreover his re- 
surrection-body he looked for from the 
earth, whereas (verse 2) that in which he 
was to pass his time in Paradise was to 
come from Heaven. So then we con- 
clude that those in the intermediate state 
are not entirely disembodied. Doubtless 
their frames are of a very subtle nature. 
Still they are of the nature of things 
sensible, and can be heard, and felt, and 
seen. 

Thus far then we have seen concerning 
those who die in the Lord, that they 
dwell in certain bodily frames, in a place 
called Paradise, the land of consolation, 
near the Altar and the Ineffable Glory. 
Their abode is thus an outer court of 
the Celestial Temple, a vestibule of the 
Palace of the King Eternal, Immortal, 
and Invisible. They dwell in the sweet 
and holy light which comes mellowed 
from the too resplendent Throne of Deity, 
and the distant strains of Angelic Halle- 
lujahs come wafted on the breeze to their 
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region of repose to awake their more sub- 
dued, yet joyful songs. 



®f)t itfe fcritf) Sk$U£l in Sarahtse. 

If now we inquire more particularly 
into the nature of their life, and endea- 
vour to gather together the various notes 
and intimations of Scripture on this sub- 
ject, the thing which strikes us as the 
special feature of their state is this, that 
it is a life with Christ. “ To-day thou 
shalt be with ME in Paradise.” 

Now it is indeed true that the believer 
even on earth is with his Lord. Joined 
to Him in the closest manner, as the 
Vine to its branches, the Head to its 
members, his Saviour is part of his very 
self. Still, on earth he is often unable to 
realise this fact Often things seen and 
temporal appear to interpose between 
him and his Lord, and he cannot feel 
himself to be continuously with Christ. 
But when death comes, it cuts the cords 
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which bind him to the world of sense, it 
removes from about him his terrestrial 
body, and sets his spirit free to go straight 
to the Lord. Let none suppose that 
death injuriously affects the soul. It de- 
stroys indeed the animal life of the body, 
it may also cause a severe shock to the 
soul, but there is no ground for believing 
that it can in any way sever that soul 
from Christ. On the contrary, Scrip- 
ture gives many such assurances as the 
following : “ My sheep,” said Jesus, “shall 
never perish ; I give unto them eternal 
life, neither shall any pluck them out of 
My hand.” 1 Death then shall not be able 
to do this. “ I am persuaded,” says S. 
Paul, “ that neither life nor death shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”* 
Through the catastrophe of dissolution, 
the faithful Saviour still holds fast His 
own. Still “the Lord preserveth all 
them that love Him,” 8 and “ He does not 

1 S. John x. 27, 28. * Rom.viii. 38, 39. 

8 Ps. cxlv. 20. 
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leave off His kindness to the living and 
the dead? 1 “Christ died for us, that 
whether we wake or sleep, (live or die,) 
we should live together with Him .” 2 The 
life which the Apostles looked for after 
death was preeminently a life with Christ. 
When they became absent from the body, 
they would be present with the Lord. 3 
Thus S. Paul, “ I have a desire to depart 
and to be with Christ.” 4 Yes ; the be- 
liever on the day of his death goes to be 
with Christ, in a new and deeper sense 
than he ever was, or ever could be while 
on earth. Set free from the burden of 
flesh, he is in the immediate presence of 
his Lord. The Son of Man is indeed in 
Heaven, “ set down at the Right Hand of 
the Throne of God.”* Still He is present 
in a special sense in His “kingdom ” 6 in 
Paradise. We know this, for there He 
promised to be with the penitent thief, 
and there He manifested Himself to S. 



1 Ruth ii. 20. * x Thess. v. xo. 

* 2 Cor. v. 8. * Phil. i. 3. 

* Heb. xil 2. # S. Luke xxiii. 43. 
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Paul . 1 His Presence is felt like a sun, an 
all-absorbing power which can never be 
forgotten. The Redeemed can never be 
unconscious of this glorious Presence. 
He holds enrapturing communion with 
them, and they with Him. 

And this is the reason why we are to 
understand that as the Church teaches 
in her Burial Service, “the souls of the 
faithful after they are delivered from the 
burden of the flesh are in joy and felicity.” 
They are with Jesus, and whatever, as 
we shall presently see, there is in their 
condition to render their happiness in- 
complete, still His Presence sheds on 
all holy joy. 

And oh, what bliss is implied in such 
intercourse with Jesus ! Say, you who 
have known the joy of unrestrained and 
loving fellowship with a large-hearted 
earthly friend, and who, in the society of 
one whose converse was like a “ liberal 
education,” have roamed in joyous freedom 
through the rich and varied domain of 

1 a Cor xii. a — 4 . 
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contemplation, gathering choicest flowers 
of poesy, and breathing the genial and 
reviving air of thought ; what would it be 
for you to walk and converse in the 
Paradise of God with Him Who is the 
very Wisdom of God ; into Whose lips 
grace is poured ; of Whom, even whilst 
in His humiliation-body on earth, it was 
said, “ Never man spake like this Man,” 1 
and Whose words were full of eternal 
life ?* And you who have known on 
earth by faith the character of Jesus, 
Whom having not seen you yet have 
loved, and Whose cherished presence 
with you here sweetens every cup of sor- 
row, and lines with silver every gloomy 
cloud, oh, what will it be for you to be 
with Him in that calm land of souls, 
where you shall see Him eye to eye, and 
be able to tell Him all that is in your 
heart ! Such bliss shall be yours, if you 
are His ; such bliss is now the portion of 
your beloved who have fallen asleep in 
Him. 

1 S. John viL 46. 



* S. John vi. 68. 
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€1)t Beab not tn SPurgatorg. 

The state of the departed is thus above 
all things a life with the Lord. Let us 
mark what follows from this. It follows 
in the first place that the condition of 
the holy dead, — even of the least and 
the latest of their number,— cannot be 
one of intense suffering. For this would 
seriously disturb communion with Christ, 
and prevent the full and constant con- 
sciousness of His love. Therefore the 
doctrine of purgatorial fires to try and to 
purify the Saints,— a dogma unknown in 
the earlier and purer ages of the Church, 
— must receive no countenance. The 
idea is destitute of any foundation in 
God’s Word. There is indeed one pas- 
sage which at first sight seems to favour 
it. It is this, “If any man’s work,” says 
S. Paul, “ shall be burned, he shall suffer 
loss, but he himself shall be saved ; yet 
so as by (or through) fire .” 1 Yet this 

1 i Cor. ill. 15. 
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passage, as Dean Stanley has well shown, 
refers not to the intermediate state, but 
to the final conflagration at the Great 
Day of the Lord, “Every man’s work 
shall be made manifest ; the Day shall 
declare it .” 1 Then the bad work built on 
the good Foundation will be destroyed 
to the disappointment and grief of the 
builder ; yet he himself shall be saved as 
through fire, “coming out singed and 
scorched as by an escape out of a burn- 
ing ruin.”* There is no allusion to Pur- 
gatory here: and even Roman Catholic 
Divines have ceased to cite this passage 
in defence of their doctrine. We have 
indeed no ground for believing a dogma 
which it would be so hard to reconcile 
with the other intimations of Scripture 
respecting the state of the Saints in the af- 
ter-life. We must therefore conclude that 
there they undergo no acute agonies nor 
distracting torments. Whatever pain may 
be involved in the deepening of their re- 

1 i Cor. iii. 13. 

8 Stanley on Corinthians, 3rd Edit., p. 62. 
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pentance, and their further preparation 
for Heaven, it will not be permitted to 
destroy their peace, nor interrupt their 
communion with their Lord. 



Cfietr contrition not one of oleep. 

From the fact that the departed live in 
and with Jesus in Paradise, it follows 
further that their condition cannot be one 
of sleep. There is indeed no reason to 
believe that the soul ever does sleep. 
Philosophers tell us that even when the 
body is wrapped in deepest slumber, the 
mind is ever awake and active . 1 We 
often fancy that we pass a night without 
dreaming. Such is not, however, the 
case. We forget our dreams, that is all. 
Any night, if suddenly awaked, we should 
find our mind busy about something. 
For it is not possible for the spirit to 
sleep. The repose of that never-tiring 
agent is not slumber, but change of occu- 

1 Hamilton’s Lectures on Metaphysics. 
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pation. Hence, when the Bible speaks 
of the dead as having fallen asleep, it is 
only the body that is referred to. One 
quotation will suffice to show this : 
“Christ died for us, that, whether we 
wake or sleep,” i.e., whether we remain on 
earth or depart hence, “we should live 
together with Him .” 1 



Cijrir contrition not one of labour. 

Nor on the other hand are we to think 
of the condition of the holy dead as one 
of active and laborious employment, like 
that of earth. Our Saviour compared 
the future state to the night, because in 
it no man could work . 2 We are told in- 
deed that the works of the saints follow 
them thither . 3 Yet there they engage not 
in those arduous and self-denying labours 
which made their earthly life so hard and 

1 i Thess. v. io. * S. John ix. 4. 

8 Rev. xiv. 13. 
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burdensome. They “ rest from their la- 
bours.” 

And this brings us to consider the posi- 
tive circumstances of their life. Nega- 
tively we have seen what the holy dead 
do not do : how that in Paradise they 
neither suffer, nor slumber, nor struggle 
and labour. What then, let us now in- 
quire, are the actual occupations and em- 
ployments of those who, having fallen 
asleep in Jesus, live unto Him still ? 



®f)c life of Site* t. 

Speaking generally, we know that they 
are in a state of rest. Paradise is the 
middle state between earth and Heaven. 
On earth the Church is militant ; in Hea- 
ven triumphant; in Paradise quiescent 
On earth she painfully takes up her cross ; 
in Heaven she will victoriously follow the 
Lamb j 1 in Paradise she peacefully rests* 
from her labours. 

1 Rev. xiv. 4. 8 Dan. xii. 13. 
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The rest of Paradise is not however in- 
action. On the contrary it implies, as we 
shall see, full and free energizing. The 
powers of the mind and of the body 
(whatever the precise capacities of that 
new “ house from Heaven” may be) shall be 
all in active operation. F or we are taught 
that the holy dead are blessed in their 
rest. And we know that there is no high 
happiness for man but in the conscious 
forth-putting in obedience to the will of 
God of the powers which God has given 
him. At the same time these capacities 
shall never be painfully taxed or strained, 
for this again were inconsistent with the 
idea of rest. Their life, compared with 
the storms and conflicts of earth, is a life 
of repose. Prophetic were the dying 
words of the Christian warrior , 1 " Let us 
pass over the river and rest under the 
shade of the trees !” The believer has 
indeed crossed the dark river and has 
reached the land of rest. The prayer we 
often find on tombstones is heard, — re- 

1 Stonewall Jackson. 
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quiescat in pace. “They that have be- 
lieved do enter into rest .” 1 And theirs is 
especially a religious rest, a rest in God : 
for it is compared in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews to the rest of the Sabbath : 
“There remaineth therefore a Sabbath- 
rest (<rafifiartafibs) to the people of GOD .” 2 
Still the holy dead are not in Paradise 
merely that they may rest there from the 
toils and conflicts of the world. Nor are 
they there merely to wait for the final glory. 
For God does not appoint a barren time 
of waiting to His intelligent, and as yet 
imperfect creatures. For what purpose 
then are they there ? 



$rogreg*tng tofoarbtf perfection. 

The holy dead are in the realm of Pa- 
radise that they may be perfected. They 
are there to improve and develope, and 
to make up that which was lacking. How 
needful this is even we can see. We, 

1 Heb. iv. 4. * Heb. iv. 9. 



d by Google 




THE DEAD IN CHRIST. 43 

who have so poor an idea of perfection, 
can yet see that the dying saint passes 
away compassed with imperfections and 
infirmities. His heart indeed is true to his 
Saviour, and his will is already in great 
measure fixed in goodness. He has be- 
come, no doubt, sincerely submissive to 
the will of God, and honestly anxious to 
keep all His commandments. He has dis- 
covered what he owes to Christ, and 
places all his confidence in His [power 
to save and to sanctify. But ah, his will 
is in many cases still so weak! His 
heart how wavering ! His hold on the 
world how persistent ! His prejudices 
too are, it may be, strong and stubborn. 
His intellectual views of truth retain per- 
haps the faults of his education, and are 
exceedingly narrow and one-sided. F ortu- 
nately his heart, his CHRiST-like charity, 
is greater than his intellect, and he is 
happily inconsistent enough to believe 
that some men are good who yet think 
very differently from himself. But neither 
in heart nor in head is he nearly fit, when 
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he leaves the body, for the perfect King- 
dom of Heaven. Perhaps in the busy 
life he led on earth the child of God has 
had little time to deepen his nature by 
reflection, or train his conscience by self- 
examination, or extend the limits of his 
intellectual horizon. Who indeed would 
dare to say of any one he knows well, and 
whose departure he witnesses, that he has 
gone hence clothed in the perfect robe of 
righteousness, and fit for the holy socie- 
ties of Heaven ? We do not indeed pre- 
sume to judge our brethren, far less those 
we love, and least of all those who have 
gone from us dying exemplary and holy 
deaths. But which of us endowed with 
reason and able to understand somewhat 
of the awful holiness of Heaven, will dare 
to say that any of our friends has left us 
fit to enter there ? On the contrary, have 
we not seen the old faults reappearing 
even to the last, infirmities of temper or 
otherwise, the ruling passion strong, 
though greatly weakened by grace, even 
in death ? And how can such a person 
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be ready for God’s holy presence ? He 
has, it may be, habits of thinking and 
ways of judging which even in the eyes of 
worldly men are incorrect or uncharitable ; 
possibly there may be a habit in his life 
which is not wholly innocent. Is he to 
pass into the Holiest of all unenlightened 
and uncorrected ? He has faults far back 
it may be in his life, and sins of youth, 
never recalled, hence never repented of ; 
never repented of, hence never pardoned. 
Indeed he has ten thousand sins upon 
his soul which he never knew to be sins, 
and does not now believe to have been sins. 
Is he fit to enter Heaven in this darkness, 
self-ignorance, and impenitence? Nor 
let it be thought that he will be shown all 
this in the moment of death, as by a 
magical forth-putting of Divine power, — 
that not only all his unknown sins will 
then come to light, but that in the same 
moment all will be repented of and for- 
given, and his mental and moral constitu- 
tion undergo a sudden miraculous change. 
There is no warrant in Scripture for such 
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an hypothesis. It is contrary to all God’s 
dealings with us. To Him indeed nothing 
is impossible, but if He were to change 
His mode of dealing with us, and instead 
of teaching us, and making us grow into 
His likeness, were to begin to perform 
• such experiments on us, and by a magical 
exercise of His power convulse and trans- 
form us, we may feel certain He would 
have told us of the change. How requi- 
site then for the departed a place of per- 
fecting like the holy rest of Paradise ! 
How desirable for him a time for calm 
reflection, a season of recollection, oppor- 
tunities to overlook with a larger eye the 
ways of Providence in the conduct of his 
life on earth ! How desirable for him a 
sojourn in a peaceful abode of healing 
and restoration, where from the gate of 
Heaven, underneath the Altar, he may 
contemplate in the light of eternity, the 
things of time ! And such a season of 
improvement and place of refreshment 
are vouchsafed to the departed in the 
Paradise of God. There all things be- 
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come clear to him ; his mind expands to 
receive the great thoughts which well up 
from the abyss of being ; his heart en- 
larges itself together with his mind. 
There he has for his Instructor Jesus 
Christ Himself, the very Wisdom of 
God, Who is indeed so near to him that 
He is the very atmosphere in which he 
breathes. The all-pervading Spirit of 
knowledge informs his understanding, 
and, breathing upon the flowers of love 
and piety which, long sown by grace, 
had never on earth fully bloomed, causes 
them to blossom forth in perfection of 
beauty. And thus divinely influenced 
and instructed, his soul, now no longer 
distracted and oppressed by the trammels 
of the flesh, progresses rapidly in its de- 
velopment towards the maturity of full 
Christian manhood, and gains the end 
of its original predestination, viz., to be 
conformed to the image of the Son of 
God. 1 

1 Rom. viii. 29 . 
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i Mean* of ftnprobement : Recollection 
anb Reflection. 

If now we inquire more particularly 
into the means of improvement of the 
Saints in Paradise, we shall find that, 
subordinate of course to the direct influ- 
ence of Jesus and His Spirit, from which 
alone other influences derive their effi- 
cacy, there are two great means of growth, 
viz., Reflection, based on Recollection and 
intelligent Sympathy with the ways of 
Providence in earthly life ; and the Com- 
munion of Saints. 

It is written, “Blessed are the dead 
which die in the Lord ; their works do 
follow them .” 1 As it is said of the wicked 
that their sins go before them to Judg- 
ment,* so here of the righteous that their 
works come up after them into Paradise. 
One by one each action of his earthly 
life rises before the saint, — each scene, 
each event, each word, each thought, 

1 Rev.*xiv. 13. * 1 Tim. v. 24. 
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emerges from out the past, and appears 
before him clear and defined, lighted up 
by a ray out of God’s Eternity. And as 
these arise in succession before his soul, 
the saint reflects upon them, judges, de- 
cides ; he notes what in these deeds and 
thoughts is good, what indifferent, what 
ba'd. He puts the actions of life through 
a sifting and winnowing process, and 
learns to form a right judgment in all 
things. Origen says of Paradise that it 
is a school in which men are trained to 
judge rightly of the events and experiences 
of life. In this view it is emphatically a 
place of Recollection. The Psalmist in- 
quired in doubt, whether God’s wondrous 
works could be known in the dark, or 
His righteousness in the land where all 
things are forgotten . 1 But the resting- 
place which awaits God’s people is now 
known to be no such region. On the 
contrary, it is a land where all things are 
remembered ; where indeed men remem- 
ber as vividly as we on earth perceive ; 

1 Ps. Ixxxviii. 12. 

E 
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and where, in their past lives seen in the 
clear mirror of memory, His righteous- 
ness is shown them and His wondrous 
works in all the way by which He led 
them up through this world’s wilder- 
ness. 

But whilst these recollections must ex- 
cite their admiring wonder, and awake 
their grateful praises, they must also be 
attended with sad reflections. For the 
redeemed must perceive how much chaff 
has mingled with the wheat even of their 
noblest works, and how the dross of sel- 
fishness and vanity has impaired the 
value of the fine gold of their labours of 
love. Oh, how differently they would 
have felt and acted on this occasion and I 
that, had they but realised more keenly 
the importance of eternity, and been more 
fully alive to the love which had redeemed * 
them ! Here in the near Presence of ! 
God, they realise, as they never could do 
on earth, that Holiness before which the 
Seraphim veil their faces with their wings, 
and the Prophet exclaimed, “ Woe is me, 
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for I am a man of unclean lips .” 1 This 
contemplation will awake a deep sense of 
shame, revealing to them the depths of 
their own depravity as they never knew it 
before. Reflections such as these must im- 
pair their felicity, — and this is indeed one of 
the causes why the happiness of Paradise 
is not perfect blessedness. Yet not even 
such self-upbraiding thoughts shall be 
suffered seriously to disturb the bliss of 
their fellowship with J esus. It is Christ 
Himself Who points out to them these 
shortcomings, and this circumstance takes 
the sting from remorse. If a person whom 
we loved and reverenced were to review 
with us our conduct on any given occa- 
sion, and show us our omissions and mis- 
takes, we should indeed feel humbled, but 
not greatly cast down, for the eye and 
tone of love of our friend and counsellor 
would soften the frown of displeasure on 
his brow. Nor can we suppose that the 
anguish of remorse can come near a ran- 
somed soul who knows that his past 

1 Isa. vL 5. 
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errors are all for ever forgiven, and shall 
henceforth be forgotten, and who reflects 
that he has now reached a condition of 
existence in which he can sin no more. 



Cf)«r Sgmpatf)# fottf) €artl)Ig Site. 

But not only does the dweller in Para- 
dise improve by reflecting on the past, he 
is also enabled to see far into the mys- 
teries of the present. “ The secret of the 
Lord is with them that fear Him, and He 
will show them His covenant.” 1 With 
the clear eye of faith he is able to pierce 
the surface and the form of things, and 
to apprehend their deep and hidden na- 
ture. The ancients spoke of the after- 
world as the under-world, and thought 
the dead dwelt in the centre of the earth. 
The truth underlying this erroneous view 
is this, that their life is beneath not in 
place but in depth. They live a deeper, 
a profounder existence than ours, going 

1 Ps. xxv. 13. 
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down into things, understanding the idea 
and the essence, where we see only the 
form and the appearance . 1 The departed 
has become a subtle, a “ diffusive power,” 
mixed in a sense “with God and Na- 
ture .” 2 Under the guidance of that Spirit 
which searcheth all things, yea, the deep 
things of ‘GOD, 3 ’he is [enabled to under- 
stand far more than we of the laws by 
which the world is governed, alike in 
Nature, Providence, and Grace. 

Do the departed, then, really know 
what is going;on* in the world ? A ques- 
tion this of the deepest interest, but one 
which[can receive only a partial answer. 
Of the laws by which God governs the 
world, they understand already far more 
than we, and they are advancing rapidly 
towards a full intelligence of these laws. 
They perceive the principles which are at 
work in the world. The mighty conflict 

1 Die Christliche Dogmatik, by Bishop Martensen 

of Zeeland. (English Translation, Clarke, Edinburgh.) 

3 „Tennyson, In Memoriam. 

3 i Cor. ii. io. 
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between good and evil is plain before 
their eyes. They know generally how that 
conflict is proceeding. They watch it as 
spectators with a deep and anxious in- 
terest 1 We have indeed no reason to 
believe that they are acquainted with the 
details of individual life on earth, except 
in so far as, in particular instances, God 
may be pleased to make these circum- 
stances known to them. But that in 
general they are aware whether good or 
evil is victorious on earth, the Apostle’s 
allusion to the cloud of witnesses, and, 
still more directly, the account of the 
souls under the Altar show. These 
knew that their martyr-brethren were still 
unavenged. The thought of this pro- 
longed triumph of evil and oppression of 
the Church gave them pain, until they 
were clothed with white robes of joy and 
commanded to rest for a season. Thus 
the sins and sorrows of mankind cause a 
pang in those abodes of peace. Yet not 
so as to mar their felicity who see all 

1 Heb. xii. i. 



Digitized by Google 





THE DEAD IN CHRIST. 55 

things in the light of eternal love. When 
the soul is taken possession of by a great 
and abiding joy, no sorrow can seriously 
impair its gladness. 

But if the sorrows of their brethren on 
earth are powerless to disturb their joy, 
their sympathy with our holier thoughts 
and aspirations may well be supposed to 
increase their pleasure, — as the knowledge 
of that sympathy imparts strength and 
consolation to us. They dwell beneath, 
as we have seen, in the secret of things, 
ranging in thought amid the “ deep things 
of God.” And when we descend into 
thought, there we meet them. Not on 
the upper surface of things, not amid the 
turmoil and distractions of busy life, do 
we meet the departed or hold communion 
with those who are at home in the LORD ; 
no, but when we seek them in Him in 
Whom they live, in the calm hour of 
serene and mournful recollection, when 
starts the silent tear, or breaks forth the 
unutterable sigh, when our spirit, wan- 
dering far away from the actual world 
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around us, moves amid things unseen, 
and to its searching eye the secret mean- 
ing of events is unveiled, and the mys- 
teries of existence are made known ; when, 
despairing of the life that now is, and all 
its hopes centred on the life that is to 
come, the soul, weary and heavy-laden, 
sinks like a worn-out child upon its Fa- 
ther’s heart ; there, in peaceful commu- 
nion with God in Christ, there, in the 
secret place of the Most High and be- 
neath the shadow of His wing, we are 
permitted to hold intercourse with those 
who are departed, and are through them 
cheered and consoled. 



Cljetr fntercestftong for u£. 

It is needless to ask the question, Do 
the departed intercede for us ? Does the 
mother in Paradise remember to approach 
the throne of grace on behalf of her child 
on earth, whom even in the midst of her 
busy life below she had found much time 
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to pray for ? Or has the Christian Priest 
forgotten to bear on his heart before the 
Altar his own spiritual children whom 
when in this world he had daily com- 
mended to God? Our departed friends 
know our danger better than we, and 
know also better the power of supplica- 
tion. We may be sure then they remem- 
ber us. We may not indeed ask them, 
we may not ask even the most exalted 
Saints, the blessed Virgin, or S. John to 
pray for us, for we are not given to under- 
stand that they can hear us ; on the con- 
trary we are commanded to pray to God 
alone, and surely all the time we can de- 
vote to addressing the Hearer of Prayer 
is not too much for our need, or His 
greatness. But though we may not in- 
voke the Saints, we may, we must believe 
in their communion with us, in their loving 
interest in us, and their prayers on our 
behalf. We may well rejoice to know 
that we are aided in our warfare, and 
supported in our sorrows by the power of 
God obtained for us by their intercessions. 
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<©ur SPrager* for t^cm. 

We are frequently taught in God’s 
Holy Word to pray for our friends, but 
we are nowhere taught to cease to pray 
for them when they fall asleep in Christ 
and are here no more seen. That it is a 
holy thing to pray for all, — the dead who 
live unto God, as well as those who live 
amongst us here, the Church has ever 
believed, and all the Primitive Liturgies 
contain prayers for the dead. It is not 
a point much insisted on by our own 
Church, for indeed Christian love does 
not need to be told to pray for its friends 
after they are gone hence. But the Church 
of England when in her Communion 
Service she prays that “ we and all His 
whole Church may obtain remission of 
our sins, and all other benefits of His 
Passion,” bears witness that that commu- 
nion is an act of intercession on behalf 
of all God’s family, whether here or 
yonder. 
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Surely having once been commanded 
to pray for those we love, we should re- 
quire another equally distinct admonition 
against prayers for the dead, if it was really 
God’s will* that our prayers should cease. 
Or at least we should require to be informed 
distinctly that our friend, once departed, 
no longer needs our supplications. But 
so far from this being the case, the spirits 
of the departed have not yet reached their 
perfect consummation and bliss, they are 
still in a state of imperfectness and pre- 
paration, their happiness is impaired by 
sad recollections, by the consciousness of 
the miseries and sins of men, and the 
souls beneath the Alt^r cry, How long? 
They have not all completed their re- 
pentance, and none of them have passed 
the Final Tribunal. Therefore we need 
neither express precept nor example in 
the Bible to teach us that it is at once 
our duty and our privilege to continue 
our prayers for them. On the other hand 
it is equally evident that a more pressing 
duty is to pray much for our friends still 
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living on the earth, and for ourselves, 
for we are still beset with temptations, 
and in danger of losing our place in 
Paradise altogether, whereas our departed 
friends, if not perfect, at least are safe. 



Intercourse of tf)e Holp Stab. 

Another great means of the progressive 
development of the Saints in Paradise is 
undoubtedly their fellowship one with 
another. How much has Christian friend- 
ship to do with the salvation of sinners 
upon earth, how much with the building- 
up of the Body of Christ ! How often 
has the erring child of God been brought 
back to his Father's House by the ear- 
nest and seasonable efforts of a friend 
who had himself found the joy and peace 
of believing. And again when faltering 
on the narrow way, or sorely tempted by 
the seductions of sin, how frequently has 
an hour's genial intercourse with a wise 
and large-hearted Christian soul been the 
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means of restoring him to right views of 
life and duty, and making him resolve to 
follow Christ, at whatever cost of na- 
tural inclination, along the thorny path of 
self-deniaF ! 

Is anything on earth so sweet as the 
communion of God’s people, or anything 
so improving? when they that fear the 
Lord speak one to another j 1 when souls 
knit together by love to a common Mas- 
ter, strengthen one another by speaking 
of His grace, disclose the several ways by 
which His Providence has led them, and 
stimulate each other to fresh vigour in 
His service by dwelling on the glorious 
prospect of His most sure reward. And 
if the fellowship of Christians here proves 
so blissful, and actually does so much 
towards the grand result, — the perfecting 
of the saints ; can we suppose that in the 
abodes of Paradise, this method of im- 
provement will not find place ? 

Or again, (to view this from another 
side,) is it likely that He Who loves with 

1 Mai. iii. 16. 
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an everlasting love each soul which He 
has redeemed, and Who has taught us to 
love one another for His sake, will deny 
to us a continuance of that love in the 
Paradise of God ? Shall those who have 
on earth been the means of teaching one 
another to love Him, not so much as re- 
cognise each other in the after-life? It 
is ungracious to suppose it ; but not less 
unreasonable. The end of H is command- 
ment is charity. To increase the mass of 
love in His universe He died. Nor will 
He suffer our mutual love to fade away 
like the light of evening, or the fragrance 
of a flower. We may feel quite certain, 
judging from the whole analogy of Scrip- 
ture, that the love of the Saints for one 
another, will in so far as it has been sub- 
ordinated to their devotion to Him, still 
have scope in the world beyond, into 
which this love shall assuredly be carried 
with them, as indeed it is an inalienable 
portion of their immortal spirits. And 
this charity, thus transferred to the con- 
genial soil of Paradise, will blossom with 
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a loveliness such as earth could never 
know. 

For the intercourse of those who have 
loved each other in the flesh will there be 
set forward under new and more favour- 
able conditions. It will be freed from 
all the reserve and misunderstandings, 
all the littlenesses and conceits which had 
circumscribed and hindered their fellow- 
ship below. Soon too will friendship ex- 
tend amongst the denizens of that blissful 
region. Acquaintances will be easily 
made in a land where all desire to be 
honest and sincere, and clear as the day. 
Men will soon know each other when they 
meet, feeling that, though strangers, they 
have a mutual Friend in Jesus, — Jesus, 
the Lord of that whole realm,— Jesus, 
Who owns as a brother the lowliest there. 
Surely where all are living in and with 
the Lord, engaging in a common wor- 
ship, drinking together daily at the Foun- 
tain of the water of life ; where hearts are 
hourly expanding, and intellects hourly 
ripening ; where one common hope and 
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yearning fills every breast for the coming 
of the Resurrection mom, we may well 
conceive that souls are ready to hold free 
and happy intercourse together. And 
thus through blessed communion do the 
Saints circulate knowledge, and mutually 
enkindle ardour. The flame of charity 
which radiates forth from Christ shines 
brightly in that happy land, being re- 
flected from soul to soul. There all shall 
be common partakers of the blessed fruit 
of the Tree of Life, of old denied to Adam 
for his sin. It is written, “To him that 
overcometh will I give to eat of the Tree 
of Life which is in the midst of the Para- 
dise of God .” 1 Thus shall all the mem- 
bers of the ransomed kingdom advance, 
not indeed with equal steps, but accord- 
ing to the capacities and gifts of each, 
towards a “perfect man, towards the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ.” 

1 Rev. ii. 7. 
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Imperfection ol tijetr ^tate. 

For in no sense are we to think of 
them as having attained a condition of 
perfection. When the Apostle speaks of 
the departed as “just men perfected,” 1 it is 
evident that he uses the term merely rela- 
tively. Absolutely perfect, i.e., correspond- 
ing to their ideal, and a complete realisa- 
tion of that, none of them is. They are 
perfect neither in knowledge nor in happi- 
ness, neither in their intellectual complete- 
ness, nor in their bodily organisation. They 
feel a throb of the universal sorrow with 
which creation groans and travails, and 
which shall con tin ue until the Resurrection, 
and the redemption of the body. 8 They 
cannot forget that many of their brethren 
are still engaged in a hard fight of afflic- 
tions, and are in daily peril of falling into 
sin, and of being cut off for ever from the 
Lord. It may be, some of their nearest 
and dearest shall never attain to their re- 

1 Heb. xii. 23. 8 Rom. viii. 22, 23. 
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pose, — never more join their company 
into the ages of the ages ! Their own life 
too, though in many respects so beautiful, 
is incomplete ; it is still hid with Christ 
in God ; and not until Christ shall ap- 
pear in His glory at the end of all things 
shall it be fully manifested . 1 A state of 
waiting cannot be a state of perfection, — 
and the redeemed are waiting. They are 
not to be thought of as in Heaven where 
the central Glory dwells. To that Hea- 
ven, said Jesus, no mere man has ever 
ascended . 2 Nor, as far as we know, ever 
shall; for the future Heaven of the re- 
deemed, the New Jerusalem, is repre- 
sented as coming down from Heaven to 
the earth then ransomed and renewed.* 
The Lord alone, in virtue of His Divine 
Nature, has passed into the Heavens . 4 
There He will remain until the restitution 
of all things . 6 Then behold He cometh 
with clouds.® With power and great 

1 Col. iii. 4. * S. John iii. 13. 

* Rom. viii. ax ; Rev. xxi. a. 4 S. John xx. 17. 

• Acts iii. ax. • Rev. i. 7. 
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glory shall He come . 1 He shall send 
His Angels to gather His Elect . 2 Sum- 
moned from Paradise, those who have 
slept in Him shall attend Him. Accom- 
panied by the thousands of His Saints, 
the Lord Himself shall then descend 
from Heaven with a shout, with the voice 
of the Archangel, and with the trump of 
God . 8 Then at the voice of the Son of 
Man, the bodies of the dead shall rise 
incorruptible and glorious . 4 Arrayed in 
these beauteous spirit-bodies, perfect alike 
in form and in substance, the redeemed 
from among men will be invited to share 
the glories of “the new Heavens and the 
new earth,” of the “holy city, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down from God, pre- 
pared as a bride adorned for her hus- 
band .” 5 “Then cometh the end, when 
the Son shall have delivered up the king- 
dom to God, even the Father .” 5 And 

1 S. Matth. xxiv. 30. * S. Matth. xxiv. 31. 

* z Thess. iv. 14, z6 ; S. Jude 14. 

4 S. John v. 28 ; 1 Cor. xv. 42, 43. 

8 Rev. xxi. x, 2. 8 1 Cor. xv. 24. 
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thenceforth the “ tabernacle of God shall 
be with men, and He will dwell with 
them, and they shall be His people, and 
God Himself shall be with them, and be 
their God. And God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes ; and there shall be 
no more death, neithef sorrow, nor cry- 
ing, neither shall there be any more pain, 
for the former things are passed away .” 1 
For this inconceivably-glorious consum- 
mation, when he that has overcome shall 
inherit all things, and enter upon the noble 
destinies prepared for him, the spirit of 
the Saint in Paradise is waiting, and ever 
until then, his happiness must be incom- 
plete, and his condition imperfect. Ever 
until then the Church on earth, as she 
gives thanks for each soul departed in 
Christ’s faith and fear, will add her 
prayer “ that it would please Him of His 
gracious goodness shortly to accomplish 
the number of His elect, and to hasten 
His kingdom; that we, with all those 
that are departed in the true faith of His 

1 Key- *xi. 3, 4. 
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holy Name, may have our perfect con- 
summation and bliss, both in body and 
soul, in His eternal and everlasting 
glory .” 1 



General huh) of Contrition of ti)e 
Seat* tn Cfjrtet. (Sbjecte of tfjetr 
dojourn in ftaratttle. 

How then shall we picture to ourselves 
the present life of those our beloved who 
have died in the Lord ? We are to think 
of them as dwelling, attired in temporary 
bodily vestments of a refined and celestial 
texture, in a place called Paradise, a fair 
and pleasant country, where they are with 
Christ and see H is glory . 2 The Psalmist 
asked of old, “ Shall Thy loving-kindness 
be showed in the grave ? dost Thou show 
wonders among the dead ?”* Yes, (by the 
light of the later Revelation we can reply,) 
He continues to show His loving-kindness ? 

1 Burial Service, Prayer Book. 

* S. John xvii. 24. * Ps. lxxxviii. 10. 
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to show His wonders there,— even the 
treasures of knowledge and of wisdom 
which are stored in Christ. There, 
freed from arduous labours and painful 
conflicts, the holy dead rest on the bosom 
of their Lord, not indeed in sloth, but in 
intense activity of mind, thinking of their 
past lives, and learning to understand 
them, and preparing for the higher desti- 
nies which await them. Their occupation 
there is their improvement in the develop- 
ment of their moral and spiritual nature, 
the deepening of their self-knowledge, the 
perfecting of their repentance, whereby 
they are prepared to pass the dread tri- 
bunal of the future Judgment. Further, 
their preparation for the duties and the 
glories of Heaven through the expansion 
of their intellectual views of God’s truth, 
and the complete subordination of their 
wills to God, together with vast increase 
of love to man, — in a word, their sanctifi- 
cation and perfecting in soul and spirit. 
And these objects are attained by recol- 
lection, reflection, and contemplation, and 
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by intercourse with Christ and with each 
other, under the constant guidance and 
direction of the eternal Spirit of Wisdom 
and of Love. 

Thus much, then, have we gathered 
from Scripture, and chiefly from the 
words of Jesus and His Apostles, con- 
cerning the life of the departed. Nor 
will any one who has known bereavement 
consider time ill-spent which has been 
devoted to so holy a contemplation. For 
a little we have endeavoured to raise our 
thoughts to those serene and sainted 
ones, once so well known here, ever to be 
deeply mourned, until we too shall join 
their company. We have dwelt with 
them in spirit, and held converse with 
“ their solemn troops and sweet societies.” 
We have seen that they lead a calm and 
hallowed life, very noble, elevated, and 
pure. 

“ We know they live in God, and there 
We find them worthier to be loved.” 

May somewhat of the light in which they 
dwell shine forth on us ! Be it ours to 
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live as those who have lifted the veil of 
Paradise, and cast a sad and wistful 
look upon the sainted dead ! Be it ours 
to live like them who through faith and 
patience have inherited that blest re- 
pose, and gained admittance into the 
antechamber of the glorious King ! We 
have seen that the special feature of their 
life is this, — that it is a life in Christ, a 
life with Christ, a life for Christ. 

“ The Lamb is all the glory. 

In Emmanuel’s Land.” 

There is no other Name in all that glad 
and peaceful kingdom. Let us then pre- 
pare for entrance there by learning to 
know and love Jesus now. If we own 
ourselves His and determine to follow 
Him here, we shall find that He will not 
desert us yonder. “He that liveth and 
believeth in Him shall never die.” “My 
sheep shall never perish ; none shall pluck 
them out of My hand.” In the shock of 
death, in the ruin of the body, the soul 
shall be perfectly safe which has trusted 
in Christ, and followed Him as his 
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Shepherd. But ah, what hope for him 
who, having heard the Name of JESUS, 
has yet neglected the only Saviour ? 



of attaining tf)e Start 
of JJarabule. 

Through trust in Him Who hath 
“ opened unto us the gate of everlasting 
life,” it is possible when we die to be fit 
to enter Paradise. To us sinners Heaven 
appears unattainable. A condition of 
perfection, of absolute holiness, a life in 
the immediate presence of God, alas, 
how few can dream that they will be 
ready when they quit the body to enter 
upon an existence such as that ! Hence 
many, ignorant of the intermediate life of 
preparation, supposing Scripture to teach 
that those passing away unfit for Heaven 
shall be doomed to Hell, view religion 
with despair, and are already inclined to 
accept, as valid against God’s revealed 
Truth, the first objections of the sceptic 
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that may come in their way. It is hoped, 
accordingly, that the foregoing exposition 
of Scripture-teaching regarding the inter- 
mediate state may tend to the encourage- 
ment of souls which Christ has pur- 
chased with His Blood. Reflection on 
the subject will naturally lead to the fol- 
lowing conclusions : — 

“Assuredly, I am not fit for Heaven, 
nor can I expect to be when I die, — yet I 
may hope to be ready for Paradise. The 
thief on the cross was considered ready 
for it by Him Who is its King. Verily I 
say unto thee, said Jesus to him, To- 
day shalt thou be with Me in Paradise. 
Surely there is no reason why I should 
not by God’s grace be at least equally 
prepared.” An inference, as sound as it 
is encouraging ; nor is there indeed any 
passage in the Bible more fraught with 
comfort for one who, apprehending the 
ideal of ChHstian manhood, feels deeply 
the difficulty, I had almost said the im- 
possibility, of perfectly attaining it in the 
midst of that busy life which here the 
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best of men are called to lead. Only let 
us guard against misapprehension in a 
matter of such tremendous importance. 
What, let us consider well, was the actual 
state of mind in virtue of which Christ 
pronounced the penitent thief fit for Pa- 
radise? We are told that the man ac- 
knowledged the justness of his sentence, 
W we (suffer) indeed justly, he said to his 
fellow-criminal, fat we receive the due 
reward of our deeds.” Further, he had 
grace to see the true, the royal, the Di- 
vine character of the Man Who was dying 
at his side. He saw, what apparently 
many better educated persons do not see, 
that He Who was hanging there must 
either be an impostor, or was really (what 
He said He was) the Son of God, and 
King of Israel. He felt the latter to be 
the truth. So he submitted to this King, 
and sued for mercy, “ Lord, remember 
me when Thou comest in Thy kingdom.” 
For him the dying Saviour at once un- 
locks the gates of His realm of rest, “ To- 
day shalt thou be with Me in Paradise.” 
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Can we doubt that the same Jesus will 
open to us the gate of Paradise, which we 
have closed against ourselves by our sins, 
if, like this man who died on the cross 
beside Him, we do truly repent us of our 
sins and look to Him as our Saviour, 
submitting ourselves to Him as our King? 
We cannot doubt it, for He died on pur- 
pose that we should be with Him there 
and behold His glory ; and He has pro- 
mised, “ Where I am, there shall also My 
servant be.” May He give us grace to 
turn to Him with our whole hearts, and 
henceforth to live in His service, — to en- 
dure unto the end, to be faithful unto 
death. Then shall we too when our 
change comes, be borne by Angels to that 
calm land of rest, there to join the blessed 
company of all His servants departed 
this life in His faith and fear, — there with 
them to await the dawning of the Morn- 
ing of Resurrection. 
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